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Making family memories
to last a lifiefinme!

* Large selection of new (5 1 5) 964-1424

tratlers and 5= Wheels ON HIGHWAY 69 IN ANKENY
* Large selection of pre-owned 1727 S ANKENY BOULEVARD

tr a.il ers an d 5th Wh e e].S MONDAY-FRIDAY: 8AM-6PM, SATURDAY: 9AM-2PM
www.imperialrvcenter.com

* Large selection of parts

and supplies Providing family
* Excellent service fun for 50 years
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Imagine captaining a sailing vessel on Saylorville Lake,
reeling in the “big one” at Big Creek State Park, or hiking the
trails surrounding the nature center at Jester Park. Golfing,
camping, picnicking, paddling, shooting, birding, hiking,
horseback riding, hunting, biking... all possible in Northwest
Polk County. Jester Park, Big Creek State Park, and the U.S.
Army Corps of Engineers Saylorville Lake anchor a premier
“Outdoor Family Zone” that brings federal, state, county,
local and private partners together to create a magnificent
destination for Iowans and beyond.

More than 800 campsites are available during the spring, summer
and fall recreation season. More than 40 picnic shelters of various
sizes can accommodate groups from 20 to 500 people. Numerous
boat ramps provide access to 6,000 acres of water on Saylorville
Lake and 950 acres at Big Creek State Park for both motorized
and non-motorized watercraft. More than 50 miles of paved and
natural surface trails accommodate a wide range of use including
biking, hiking, and equestrian activities. Saylorville Lake is

also listed as a global bio-preserve and significant bird area for
waterfowl that use the lake during their spring and fall migrations.

Welcome to Saylorville Lake! Spend the day or the weekend enjoying all that we have to offer.
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Service ¢ Repair * Gear

Helmets » Apparel and Shoes

Road Bikes ¢ Gravel Bikes ¢ Electric Bikes
Commuter Bikes ¢ Bike Racks ¢ Expert Staff

WEST DES MOINES
5003 EP TRUE PKWY.

BII(E mmLD 515-222-1880

URBANDALE
THE STORE THAT
SUPPORTS THE SPORT 6600 DOUGLAS AVE.
515-255-7047

AMES

© BIKEWORLDIOWA.COM (@) | 1265 3R0 sTReeT

515-232-3669
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Facility Schedule 2022 Recreation Season Saylorville Lake

CAMPGROUNDS Number of Sites / Dates of Site Fee Site Fee Fee Booth

# Reservable* Full Service with Electric Non-Electric Telephone #'s
Cherry Glen 124 /121 15 April — 17 Oct. $20-24 N/A 515-964-8792
Bob Shetler 69/63 1 May — 17 Oct. $20-22 N/A 515-276-0873
Acorn Valley ** 92/63 1 May — 17 Oct. $14-22 $14 (tents only) 515-276-0429
Prairie Flower 245/234 1 May — 17 Oct. $20-22 N/A 515-984-6925

* Recreation One Stop, R1S, will allow you to make individual & group camping reservations
for U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, U.S. Forest Service & National Park Service sites by calling
one, nationwide, toll free number: 877-444-6777.To find out more about R1S or to make your
reservations online, download the recreation.gov app, or visit the web site www.recreation.gov

**No Alcohol Allowed in Acorn Valley Campground. One youth group site is available for
reservation at Acorn Valley Campground.

Camping fees: Check recreation.gov for exact campsite pricing. Persons with America the
Beautiful (ATB) Senior or Access Passes are entitled to 50% discount on camping & FREE day use
at all USACE beaches & boat ramps.

Discount is NOT valid on group camping or shelter reservation fees.

Passes: USACE Annual & ATB passes can be purchased at the Administration office, Visitor
Center, Cherry Glen or Prairie Flower Campgrounds. Receipt vouchers can be purchased at all
boat ramp kiosks & redeemed for the USACE Annual Passes at designated locations within 7
days. Acorn Valley & Bob Shetler Campgrounds DO NOT sell or distribute passes of any kind.

ONLINE:
http://www.mvr.usace.army.mil/Missions/Recreation/SaylorvilleLake.aspx
www.facebook.com/SaylorvilleLake

Administration Office:
515-276-4656

Visitor Center:

515-964-0672

Lake Info (recording):

515-276-0433

Call Before You Go (area closures):
515-509-2015 #30

R1S Camping & Shelter Reservations:
877-444-6777

PICNIC AREAS Number of Special Use Fee Dates of Availability BEACHES Open Dates

Shelters w/Reservation Oak Grove 28 May — 5 Sept.
Bob Shetler** 2 $50/Shelter 1 May — 9 Oct. Open 6a.m.to 9 p.m.

* i —
Cherry Glen 6 350/Shelter 15 Aprfl 90ct. Beach fee is $5 per private vehicle, $2 per person
Cottonwood* 9 $50/Shelter 15 April — 9 Oct. for walk-in or bike-in, $20 per bus or commercial
Oak Grove 2 $50/Shelter 28 May — 5 Sept. vehicle. Children under 16 are free. Purchase
Walnut Ridge**A 3 $50/Shelter 15 April — 9 Oct. a 540 Annual Pass for unlimited nationwide
- use. Senior, Access, & Military Passes allow pass

Sandpiper 1 $110/Shelter 1 May — 9 Oct. holders to utilize day use areas free of charge.
Lakeview 1 Non-Reservable March—November

All shelters are available on a first come basis for free, when not reserved.
All picnic areas open 6 a.m. - 10 p.m. May-Labor Day

*Open 7 a.m. - 8 p.m. April & Labor Day—October

**Open 7 a.m. - 8 p.m. the day after Labor Day—September
AEighteen-hole disc golf course located at Walnut Ridge

VISITOR CENTER Dates Days Hours of Service

1 May — 28 May Monday-Friday 10 a.m.to 4 p.m.
Saturday and Sunday Noon to 4 p.m.

29 May — 6 Sept. Daily 10 a.m. to 6 p.m.

7 Sept. — 17 Oct. Monday-Friday

Saturday and Sunday Noon to 4 p.m.

10a.m.to 4 p.m.

18 Oct. — 28 Feb. CLOSED

6 2022 Saylorville Lake Area Recreation Guide

BOAT RAMPS:

Lakeview & Cherry Glen are open all year
(limited road maintenance); Sandpiper is
open March through November. Day Use
Fees are charged April through September
$5/day or purchase a $40 Annual Pass good
for unlimited, nationwide use. Cherry Glen is
closed 10 p.m. to 7 a.m., April 15-Oct. 17.

USACE Saylorville Lake

5600 N.W. 78th Ave.
Johnston, IA 50131-1941




Important changes to payment options,
reservations and pass availability in 2022

Due to the changing times, a few
adjustments have been made at
Saylorville Lake that we want to be sure
everyone is aware of. First, and most
importantly, cash and checks are no
longer accepted at any campground or
the administration office at Saylorville
Lake. Debit and credit cards are the only
forms of accepted payment for camping
and day use fees. The gift shop at the
Visitor Center will continue to accept
cash, checks, and debit or credit cards
for items purchased at the gift shop

as it is operated by Saylorville Lake’s
cooperating association, The Iowa

Academy of Science.

Campground operations at Acorn Valley
and Bob Shetler Campgrounds will also
be slightly different this year. These

locations will have limited entrance
booth hours, will not be accepting any
form of payment for reservations, nor
will they be selling or distributing passes.
To make camping reservations, visitors
must use the website: www.recreation.
gov, download the recreation.gov app, or
call the reservation help line at 877-444-
6777. All Saylorville Lake campgrounds
are 100% reservable, which allows you
to make same day reservations if the site

is available.

If you're interested in obtaining an
America the Beautiful (ATB) Annual,
Senior, Access, or Military Pass, or
USACE Annual Passes, they are available
for purchase at the Saylorville Lake
Administration Office, Cherry Glen and

Prairie Flower Campgrounds. And, new
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for 2022, these passes will be available at
the Saylorville Lake Visitor Center.

Another new addition is the ability to
purchase a voucher for USACE annual
passes at all boat ramp kiosks. These
vouchers can then be redeemed for

the USACE Annual Pass at designated
locations within seven days. Designated
locations include Cherry Glen or Prairie
Flower Campgrounds, the Saylorville
Lake Visitor Center, and the Saylorville
Lake Administration office. As a
reminder, Acorn Valley and Bob Shetler
Campgrounds will NOT be selling or
distributing passes of any kind.

For administration office, campground,
and visitor center hours, please see the

Facility Schedule on page 6.
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Life jacket loaner stations

At Saylorville Lake, we take water safety seriously, and that’s why
life jacket loaner stations are now available at all U.S. Army Corps
of Engineers designated boat ramps and beaches at the lake.
Accidents can happen to anyone, at any time, and it is our goal to
make water safety simple for those recreating at the lake.

Opver the winter, an Eagle Scout offered to build seven new life
jacket loaner stations to help improve water safety at Saylorville
Lake. The new loaner stations are much nicer than the previous
plastic stations. They have wooden frames, large hooks to

hold the life jackets, and a large, easy-to-read, bi-lingual sign
explaining how to properly fit a life jacket and the guidelines for
using loaner station life jackets.

Life jackets housed on these stations are available on a first-
come, first-served basis and parents/guardians are responsible for
making sure children are in the correct sized jacket. Remember,
it only takes an average of 60 seconds for an adult to drown and
20 seconds for a child. If a life jacket doesn fit, it can’t work
properly to save a life. As with all life jackets, loaner or not, it is
important to inspect them before each use to be sure they are in
proper working condition. Rips or tears can significantly reduce
the effectiveness of the jacket. Borrowed jackets should always be
returned to the loaner station when done being used so others can
stay safe.

Saylorville Lake’s life jacket loaner stations can be found at
Lakeview High Water Boat Ramp, Lakeview Main Boat Ramp,
Sandpiper Boat Ramp, Oak Grove Beach, Cherry Glen High
Water Boat Ramp, and Cherry Glen Main Boat Ramp.

For questions concerning proper fit of a life jacket or use of the
life jacket loaner stations, feel free to contact a park ranger at

515-276-4656.




ou are living by the lake,

folu) fo1etz]geleinisle ElMAMTH campingor;hanging outatihome...

@yj i‘;"*m I ﬁ : I I i‘ &' E&MQEJMEM@%@@NEED'H

(GRICISEIPROPANE[SCREEN|REPAIREIFIREWOOD,
IPANTERNSEIBATTERIESEETOOLSEIRVISUPPLIES]

YOU BREAK IT WE FIX IT.
YOU DREAM IT WE MAKE IT.

ANKENY 3020 SW Oralabor Road ¢ 515-809-1104
Short drive from Saylorville, Big Creek and Jester Park
Monday-Friday 9am-6pm + Saturday 9am-5pm « Sunday 12pm-5pm

JOHNSTON 5800 Merle Hay Road ¢ 515-276-2854
www.GenerationalGuns.com Monday-Friday 9am-6pm * Saturday 9am-5pm * Sunday 12pm-5pm
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Locally owned by Bo and Heather Carpenter




Walnut Ridge disc golf course improvements

Saylorville Lake rangers and volunteers have

been hard at work improving infrastructure and
aesthetics at the Walnut Ridge Disc Golf Course.
With the growing popularity of the park and the
sport of disc golf, Saylorville Lake staff thought

it pertinent to implement some much-needed
improvements. Improvements made in 2020
included: wooden picnic tables were replaced with
new thermo-plastic-coated tables, trail surfaces
routinely inundated by rain and runoff were re-
graveled, a culvert was replaced just beyond hole
#14 to improve access to the next hole, and access
was improved across a waterway on hole #7 with
the installation of a boardwalk. Following the
historic derecho storm last August, park rangers
also performed area-wide hazard tree pruning

and removal for increased safety to users, and
new trees were planted throughout the course to
replace trees lost to the storm.

Another improvement to the course was the
creation of fairways and throwing lanes which are
designed to aid in determining hole orientation
and visibility. These fairways were created by
mowing specific areas at a lower height and
leaving grass on the edges longer to serve as
“rough” like that of a traditional golf course. With
feedback from the public and the Des Moines
Disc Golf Club, Saylorville Lake staff altered the
cut height of the rough areas for ease of finding
discs and modified the size of the fairways to
create a unique experience for those using the

course.

Plans for further improvements are in the works
for the upcoming year, and the Saylorville Lake
staff aim to continue making Walnut Ridge Disc
Golf Course a place where individuals and groups
of all skill levels can come to recreate and relax.

Reserve your space NOW for summer!

+ Indoor RV Storage

+ 12'x14’ Overhead Doors
+ 17'x50' Bays Available

+ Walk Thru Door

- Openers

« Heated Bays Available
+ 120 Volt Receptacles

POLK CITY STORAGE

206 N. 2nd Street - 515-984-9268

One block northeast of the square in Polk City

www.polkcitystorage.com
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Installation of a boardwalk
improved a walkway along
the disc golf course in Walnut
Ridge.




New archery range at Saylorville Lake
hits the mark

The Saylorville Lake Archery Range, originally scheduled to open
during the 2020 recreation season, officially opened for public
use in July 2021 following postponement due to the COVID-19
pandemic and contract challenges. Since opening, the facility

has been a big hit with local archers. The range is free for public
use and is open sunrise to sunset year-round with temporary
closures as needed for inclement weather. It can be reserved for
youth groups and special events by contacting the Saylorville Lake
Administration Office at 515-276-4656.

The facility, located in the Bob Shetler Recreation Area, just south
of the administration building on the west side of the Saylorville
Lake dam, offers a wide range of archery shooting options. A

towering, six-station, elevated platform with three upper and

three lower shooting areas overlooks stationary targets at 20, 30
and 40 yards. This provides users with a “tree stand” feel and
accommodates both experienced archers perfecting their precision
and new archers learning to shoot from an elevated level. The
range also provides five large stationary targets from ground level
stations at 10, 20, 30, 40 and 50 yards and a bring your own

target lane where targets can be set at distances of 10-50 yards.

“The new addition has seen a constant flow of visitors on
weekdays and weekends with many learning to shoot or practicing
for the Iowa hunting season,” said Justin Edwards, Natural

Resource Specialist at Saylorville Lake.

The range is open to standard bow and crossbow users but only
“field tip” arrows are permitted at the range. Broadhead arrows
are prohibited. Rules of the range and local hunting information
are posted in a kiosk near the entrance of the range and can also
be found on the Saylorville Lake website: https://www.mvr.usace.

army.mil/Missions/Recreation/Saylorville-Lake/.

The new archery range was made possible through a partnership
with several local organizations and businesses including the
Carpenters Union — Local 106, Scouts BSA — Troop 202,
Manatts, Martin Marietta, Sportsman’s Warechouse, Bass Pro
Shops, and the National Wild Turkey Federation — Central lowa

Longspurs.
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Working for us

Have you ever looked around Saylorville

Lake’s recreation areas and wondered

what it takes to be part of the team
keeping these areas enjoyable for all? It
takes a dedicated team of staff, volunteers
and contractors who are committed to
providing quality outdoor recreation
experiences while preserving and
protecting our natural resources for the
future. Full-time volunteers are required to
“work” an average of about 21 hours per
week, performing custodial, fee attendant,
mowing, campground and Visitor Center
hosting, as well as other position duties

as assigned. In exchange for this service,
volunteers receive a full hookup campsite
in a corresponding campground or nearby
volunteer village. Other perks include
special gatherings with staff and fellow
volunteers, the possibility to be chosen as a
return volunteer in future years, the ability
to gain life-long friends at the parks and
the gratification in knowing you’ve become

a good steward of the land.

Due to budget restraints, volunteers play
a critical role in helping the U.S. Army
Corps of Engineers and other federal
agencies operate facilities like Saylorville
Lake. If you or anyone you know is
interested in joining our team, please
consider volunteering for one of our more
than 30 positions. These roles can be
filled by couples or an individual, as long
as the duties can be completed. Many
positions require a volunteer to “work” a
few hours, five days per week while others
are needed seven hours, three days per
week. Volunteers without full-time jobs

are preferred. To learn more about the

many volunteer opportunities

or to fill out an application, visit
the Saylorville Lake website at:
hteps://www.mvr.usace.army.mil/
Missions/Recreation/Saylorville-
Lake/Working-for-Us/.
Applications can be emailed to

Saylorville.lake@usace.army.mil.

Contractors are another

important part of the Saylorville

Lake team, so, if youre

looking for more of a business
opportunity, contracting with us

may be an option. The U.S. Army

Corps of Engineers is committed

to doing business with qualified

small businesses in the contracting

sector. Saylorville Lake uses contractors

to fulfill several seasonal service positions
including custodial, mowing, and fee
attendant. Contractors are provided free
campsites with full hookups during the
duration of their contract. Many of the
contractors are people like YOU who have
an interest in working for the government
and making the parks a better place. If you
are interested in becoming a contractor for
the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, there
are a few steps to take. First, obtain a D-U-
N-S Number. Next, register your business
with the System of Award Management
(SAM). Then, identify contracting
opportunities. And, lastly, submit a bid to
the desired contract. To learn more about
contracting opportunities at Saylorville
Lake, please visit our website at: https://
www.mvr.usace.army.mil/Missions/
Recreation/Saylorville-Lake/Working-for-
Us/.
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For questions regarding volunteer or
contract opportunities with the U.S. Army
Corps of Engineers at Saylorville Lake,
email us at: SaylorvilleLake@usace.army.
mil or call the administration office at

515-276-4656 option 0.




Olofson Shooting Range

The Olofson Shooting Range was completely renovated in 2017
by the Iowa Department of Natural Resources. The range is
operated by the ITowa DNR and staffed by range safety officers. It
is designed as a public facility that allows an opportunity to shoot
all types of firearms. We feature a new registration/classroom
building, 33 shooting lanes on a 30/50/100 yard range, shotgun
sports including trap and skeet, along with a 3D and static
archery range. This satisfies almost any shooting need in a safe,
welcoming environment.

Hours and cost: The range is open year round from 9 a.m. to
5 p.m. on weekends and 11 a.m. to 5 p.m. on weekdays (closed
Monday and Tuesday). The basic charge is $10 per hour for the
range usage or $6 per round of 25 for the shotgun sports. We
do not rent firearms or sell ammunition, so you must bring your
own, although we do have targets available.

Olofson Shooting Range is closed: Jan. 1 (New Year’s Day),
Easter Sunday, July 4, Thanksgiving Day, Dec. 24 and Dec. 25.

Location and contact: We are located at 11652 N.W. Nissen
Drive, in Polk City, Iowa. This is conveniently located between
Saylorville and Big Creek Lake, just four miles north of Polk City.
We can be reached at 515-795-4000.

Classes: We offer classes throughout the year, such as beginning
shooting, hunter education, concealed carry, and a variety of
outdoor skills topics. These classes are listed on the DNR website
at https://register-ed.com/programs/iowa and registration is
usually required.

SECURE, CLEAN, INDOOR & OUTDOOR STORAGE

* BOATS AND RVS
o MINI-STORAGE

We are your
storage partner!

Reserve your storage unit online.
www.heartlandstorage.com

MILITARY
HEARTLAND AND FIRST
TORAG
R DISCOUNTS

1306 PRAIRIE DRIVE SW, BONDURANT - 515-957-0778

Affordable fun on the lake

PONTOONS * HOBIE SAILBOATS
MOTOR BOATS * KAYAKS « CANOES
STAND UP PADDLE BOARDS
PADDLE BOATS

BIG CREEK BOAT RENTALS

FOR RESERVATIONS AND 8550 NW 142ND AVENUE, POLK CITY
INFORMATION: 515-984-6083 WWW.BIGCREEKMARINA.COM

PLUS BAIT, FREE BEACH & FOOD CONCESSIONS
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Facilities and activities

Big Creek State Lake was created as part of
the Saylorville project to protect Polk City
from floods. A diversion dam, which forms
the 866-acre Big Creek Lake, was primarily
developed as a flood control project but
also offers a wide variety of recreation. Big
Creek State Park and the adjoining public
hunting areas provide recreation for visitors
of all ages and interests. The focal point of
the 3,550-acre complex is the lake.

Picnicking/shelters

Shelters and picnic areas, a beach,
playground, a multi-purpose sports field
and several boat ramps provide a variety
of outdoor recreation opportunities. Open
picnic shelters, located in pleasant settings
around the lake, can be reserved through
the park reservation system. The brown
picnic tables located at the shelters are
handicapped accessible.

Camping

Camping is not permitted at Big Creek
State Park. However, there are several large
federal and county camping areas about
four miles away on Saylorville Lake.

Trails
A 26-mile paved multi-use trail allows
bicyclists and pedestrians to travel from

the beach south through the Saylorville
Lake area all the way to Des Moines. A
connection to the High Trestle Trail can be
made by traveling east on 142nd Avenue
for two miles. Eleven miles of snowmobile
trails provide winter recreational
opportunities. Big Creek is also popular
with cross-country skiers.

Lake activities

(swimming, boating, fishing)

There are several construction projects
that will affect boat ramp access for 2022.
Construction can be expected April
through October. All the boat ramp roads
and parking are to be replaced during this
process, and it’s anticipated that this will
improve access to Big Creek Lake users.

Big Creek Lake’s clear water provides

great family swimming fun. Refreshments
are available at the beach during the
swimming season. A large wooden play
structure, accessible to the mobility
impaired, is located at the beach. Disc
golf, model air, softball and volleyball areas
provide additional entertainment.

Big Creck Lake provides excellent fishing
year-round. The lake’s clear waters are
stocked with crappie, bluegill, largemouth
bass, walleye, channel catfish and muskie.
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Park Office

8794 N.W. 125th Ave.
Polk City, lowa 50226
515-984-6473

Big Creek Marina/Beach
8550 N.W. 142nd Ave.

Polk City, lowa 50226
515-984-6083

The lake is popular for a variety of boating
activities. Any size motor may be operated
at “no wake” (5 mph or less) speeds on the
lake. Five modern boat ramps, three on
the west side and two on the east, provide
excellent access to the lake. A gravel ramp
is located on the upper end of the lake. A
fishing pier is accessible to the mobility
impaired. Big Creek has a concessionaire
that offers pontoon boats, kayaks, paddle
boards, bicycles and more. To contact the
concessionaire, call 515-984-6083 or visit

their website at bigcreekmarina.com.

Hunting

The state park is a wildlife refuge where
hunting is not permitted. However,
hunting is allowed on the lake itself and

in designated public hunting areas around
the lake. Upland areas open for hunting are
marked with public hunting signs. Favorite
game includes pheasants, rabbit, deer and
squirrel. Waterfowl hunting is popular

on the lake. Information on hunting
regulations can be found at: http://www.
iowadnr.gov/Hunting/Hunting Licenses &
Laws.

Shelters

To reserve the shelters at the Park, visit
https://iowastateparks.reserveamerica.com

or call 1-877-427-2757.
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How to Contact Us

US Army Corps of Engineers Saylorville Lake
5600 N.W. 78th Ave., Johnston, lowa 50131
http://www.mvr.usace.army.mil/Missions/

Recreation/SaylorvilleLake.aspx

Administration Office.......coeevemrreeerrnnns 515-276-4656
Administration FaX.......ceeereerereerrnns 515-276-2088
District Office, Rock Island.... ....309-794-4200
Lake Information, recording................515-276-0433

Park Rangers/Sheriff.............. ...515-286-3333
Saylorville Lake Marina........cc.c..u... ... 515-984-6541
Visitor Center/Park Information.......... 515-964-0672
Shelter and Campground Reservations

WWW.recreation.gov.......eeeceens 877-444-6777

lowa Department of Natural Resources
Big Creek State Park - www.lowaDNR.gov
8794 N.W. 125th Ave,, Polk City, lowa 50226

Big Creek State Park.........ccevrvneevensrenne 515-984-6473
Big Creek Boat & Bike Rental............... 515-984-6083
Wallace BUilding .....occoveeneeenecenernecenens 515-281-5918
Conservation Officer

Dustin Eighmy 515-238-5006
Nate Anderson 515-238-4849
Turn In Poachers (TIP) ....oeereereerrnnes 800-532-2020
Fishing Information ........ccec.coeevvemervernnnns 800-ASK-FISH
Shelter Reservations.........ccceeereeernnnene 877-427-2757

(www.reserveiaparks.gov)

Polk County Conservation at Jester Park
12130 N.W. 128th St., Granger, lowa 50109
www.leadingyououtdoors.org

Polk County Conservation ... 515-323-5300
Jester County Park - Weekend.............515-249-3229
Jester Park Equestrian Center ..... ....515-999-2818
Jester Park Golf Course.........couurrrnrnnene 515-999-2903
Jester Park Nature Center.......coeevuueee. 515-323-5350
Outdoor Rec & Wellness Center ......... 515-323-5330
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Find Your Wild Place

Let us lead you outdoors to Jester Park, one of Central

Iowa’s favorite outdoor areas. Nestled in the northwest
corner of Polk County, Jester Park is located five miles
west of Polk City, across the lake from the Army Corps
of Engineers and Big Creek State Park. Jester Park
welcomes people of all ages and interests. Younger visitors
are especially attracted to the nature center and bison/

elk area, while their adult counterparts take to the nature
trails or bird blind with binoculars. Grab your fishing pole
and catch the big one in one of our ponds or Saylorville
Lake, pack a lunch and bring your family to the Jester
Park Nature Center, or take a leisurely drive through the
park — enjoying its refreshing sights and sounds.

Learn More About Nature

Make Jester Park Nature Center the first stop on your
next outdoor adventure! Explore hands-on exhibits of
wetlands, prairie, and woodlands or join us for a wide
variety of indoor and outdoor programming. Immerse
yourself in the local art that can be found inside the
nature center, or take a hike on the Prairie Sculpture Trail
beginning just outside the front door. While adventuring,
experience all Jester Park has to offer, from the natural
playscape, bison and elk exhibit, Outdoor Recreation

& Wellness Center, Equestrian Center, restored prairies
and woodlands, and over 8 miles of trails to explore.
Visit www.JesterParkNatureCenter.com to see hours of
operation and a full calendar of events. Admission to the
nature center is FREE.

Outdoor Adventures Await You

The Jester Park Outdoor Recreation and Wellness Center,
adjacent to the nature center, offers a wide range of
outdoor programming such as an air rifle and archery
range, a bouldering wall, and outdoor rental equipment
such as canoes, kayaks, snowshoes, cross-country skis,
and more. Access to outdoor adventure and fun has never
been easier! For program information and more, visit the
nature center online at www.JesterParkNatureCenter.com.
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Sleep Under the Stars

Whether by tent or a camper, Jester Park

offers 148 campsites along the lakeshore
and throughout the wooded hills
overlooking Saylorville Lake. There are 80
electric sites, 68 primitive sites, including

4 walk-in sites, and 1 youth area. Camping
rates are $25 for electric, $20 for non-
electric sites and youth group sites are $25.
During off-season, camping rates drop $5
from April 1 — April 14 and October 16

— November 30. Online reservations are
available for reservable campsites from April
1 — November 30, and can be reserved in
advance through the reservation process

at www.mycountyparks.com. Two shower
houses are open from mid-April through
mid-October. Those using first-come,
first-served sites can set up and then register
at the campground registration booth.
Firewood is available for purchase within

the park.

Year-Round Cabin Getaways
Nestled among the pine grove across from
Discovery Pond, four modern cabins
provide a cozy place to rest after partaking
in the many recreational opportunities
available at Jester Park. Accessibility to
canoes, hiking, fishing, hunting, and bird
watching is just right outside your cabin
door. Open year-round; be sure to take full
advantage of a beautiful lowa winter during
your stay at the cabins. Rent outdoor
equipment at the Outdoor Recreation &
Wellness Center like canoes and kayaks

or cross-country skis and snowshoes

and go explore Jester Park! Reserve your
local getaway today by visiting www.
mycountyparks.com.

Hole-In-One

Situated within the beautiful Granger
countryside, the Jester Park Golf Course is
one of the premiere courses in Polk County.
Players of all skill levels can try their luck

at the 18-Hole Championship Course,
9-Hole Par 3 Course, driving range, or 18-
hole miniature golf course. Enjoy their full-
service restaurant and bar or relax on the
patio of the clubhouse. Schedule your tee
time in advance by calling the clubhouse at
(515) 999-2903 or sign up online at www.
jesterparkgolf.com.

Horsin’ Around

The Jester Park Equestrian Center, located
along the shoreline of Saylorville Lake,
offers year-round outdoor recreational
activities involving horses, including trail,
wagon and pony rides, riding camps,
weekend events, and lessons. People of all
ages and abilities can come to enjoy quality
horsemanship programs that are safe, fun,
and effective in a welcoming environment.
For more information on programs and
recreational opportunities, please visit www.
jesterparkec.com or call 515-999-2818.
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Play, Naturally

Enjoy a traditional playground structure
that is located between Shelter #3 and
Camp Area #1. This accessible two-part
playground is designed for children ages
2-5 and 5-12 years. Looking for a different
kind of play experience? Venture to the
back of the park near the bison/elk exhibit
where you will find the Natural Playscape.
Designed for ages 5+, this unique natural
play area features boulders, earth mounds,
logs, and a bubbling rock and waterfall.

Lend a Helping Hand
Volunteer with us! Volunteerism with
Polk County Conservation focuses on

the restoration and preservation of high-
quality natural areas, and participation in
ongoing construction and maintenance
projects in our parks and along our trails
and waterways. Volunteers work alongside
conservation professionals, learn about the




Iowa landscape, and participate in projects
that yield immediate results.

Public events are held each month and
can be found on the calendar tab at www.
leadingyououtdoors.org. Private events are
available and can be tailored specifically to
your group’s wants, needs, and schedule.
Long-term and individual stewardship
opportunities also abound in any of
our managed areas. No experience is
necessary, and all training and equipment
is provided. Contact the volunteer
department at ConservationVolunteers@
polkcountyiowa.gov.

Dinner for 4 or 40

Four open air picnic shelters, available on

a first-come, first-served basis or reserved
online at www.mycountyparks.com, are
located within Jester Park. These shelters are
ideal for family outings, reunions, birthday
parties, and receptions. Shelters #3, #5 and
#6 have electricity and water. In addition to
our four picnic shelters, there are also many
picnic tables and open grills for smaller
groups.

Launch into the Lake

Boat ramps are located on the west side

of Saylorville Lake inside the Jester Park
entrance near Campground #3 and at the
Lincoln Access on the west end of the Mile-
Long Bridge.

Off the Beaten Path

Explore one of our eight hiking and multi-
use trails. Immerse yourself in amongst
shagbark hickory, hackberry, and black
cherry trees; take in the sweet aromas and
colorful sights of spring wildflowers; or sing
along with the black-capped chickadees,
cardinals, and nuthatches. Horses and
snowmobiles are invited to journey along
the Lakeshore Trail only. Refer to the Jester
Park map to view the trail system.

2022 Jester Park FREE Programming

May 3 - Older, Wiser, Livelier, Seniors — 11 a.m. to noon — Jester Park Nature Center
May 5 - Toddler Tales — 10-10:30 a.m. — Jester Park Nature Center

May 11 - Knee-High Naturalist - 10-11 a.m. — Jester Park, Shelter #5

May 13 - Wild Night Life & Hike — 8-9:30 p.m. — Jester Park Nature Center

June 1 - Nature’s Story Hour — noon to 1 p.m. - JP #6

June 2 - Toddler Tales - 10-10:30 a.m. - JPNC

June 7 - Older, Wiser, Livelier, Seniors — 11 a.m. to noon - Jester Park Nature Center
June 8 - Knee-High Naturalist - 10-11 a.m. — Jester Park Nature Center

June 11 - The Art of Jester Park Hike - 10-11 a.m. Jester Park Outdoor Recreation and
Wellness Center

June 12 - Ecosystem Discoveries — 10 a.m. to noon - Jester Park Nature Center
June 22- Nature Playdate - 10:30-11:30 a.m. - JPNC

July 5 - Older, Wiser, Livelier, Seniors — 11 a.m. to noon - Jester Park Nature Center
July 6- Nature Playdate — 10:30-11:30 a.m. — Jester Park Shelter #5

July 7 - Toddler Tales - 10-10:30 a.m. - JPNC

July 13 - Nature’s Story Hour - noon to 1 p.m. — Jester Park Shelter #6

July 19 - Knee-High Naturalist - 10-11 a.m.— Jester Park Nature Center

July 22 - Wildflower Discovery - 6-7 p.m. — Jester Park Nature Center

July 29 - Wild Night Life and Hike — 8-9:30 p.m. - Jester Park Nature Center

Aug. 2 - Older, Wiser, Livelier, Seniors — 11 a.m. to noon - Jester Park Nature Center
Aug. 4 - Toddler Tales — 10-10:30 a.m. — JPNC

Aug. 17 - Knee-High Naturalist - 10-11 a.m. - Jester Park Shelter #6

Aug. 25 - The Magic of Nature - 10-11 a.m. — Jester Park Nature Center

Sept. 1 - Toddler Tales - 10-10:30 a.m. - JPNC

Sept. 6 - Older, Wiser, Livelier, Seniors — 11 a.m. to noon — Jester Park Nature Center
Oct. 4 - Older, Wiser, Livelier, Seniors — 11 a.m. to noon — Jester Park Nature Center
Oct. 6 - Toddler Tales — 10-10:30 a.m. - JPNC

Oct. 17 - Hike for Health - 9:30-10:30 a.m. - JPNC

Nature News

In addition to Jester Park, Polk County
Conservation manages 22 other park and
wildlife areas. Each area has its own special
attractions and natural resources. Our staff
presents hundreds of public programs per
year. Subscribe to our free Nature News
publication and receive Polk County
Conservation news and public program
information. Call to receive your free copy
at (515) 323-5300 and ask to be put on
our mailing list or pick up a copy at the
Jester Park Nature Center. For the latest
conservation news, you can also visit www.

leadingyououtdoors.org.

Glow Wild

Hosted by Polk County Conservation

and Cumulus Media, this family-friendly
event is fun for all ages! Glow Wild 2022
will take place on Sept. 24, 2022, from

3 — 8 p.m. at the Jester Park Nature
Center in Granger, Iowa. Join us for live
music, exciting nature-based programs,
horse-drawn wagon rides, free smores, our
signature bonfire, canoeing and kayaking,
and many more fun activities throughout
the afternoon! Purchase your tickets online
at www.GlowWildlowa.com.

2022 Saylorville Lake Area Recreation Guide 21




Jester Park Golf Course &

Prairie Grass Bar & Grill
The Jester Park Golf Course is located

in the heart of Jester Park in Granger,

lIowa. A superior, full-service golf complex
within one-half hour from downtown Des
Moines, the Jester Park Golf Course offers
an 18-hole championship course, 9-hole
Par 3 course, an outstanding Learning and
Practice Facility, an 18-hole miniature golf
course, full-service restaurant and bar, and
newly expanded and renovated clubhouse.

The Prairie Grass Bar & Grill, located
inside the Jester Park Golf Course
Clubhouse, offers a variety of delicious
food and drinks, deliverable while you are
out on the course. The grill is open to the
public during normal business hours. For
rates, or to view the grill’s menu, visit the
Jester Park Golf Course website at www.
JesterParkGolf.com.

Jester Park Miniature

Golf Course

Located next to the Jester Park Driving
Range, the Jester Park Miniature Golf
Course is an 18-hole, nature-themed
miniature course packed full of fun
obstacles with the added bonus of a

beautiful park view. The miniature golf
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course is a fun, yet challenging game for
players of all ages. The professionally
designed course has multiple water features
and beautifully manicured flowerbeds. The
course is also lit for the after sunlight hours
to provide nighttime fun! Birthday party
and group packages are available. For more
information, visit their website at
www.JesterParkGolf.com.




Welcome to

NW 128TH ST

GOLF COURSE

NW 118TH AVE
NW 121ST ST

y
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- CONSERVATION

‘ 115TH AVE

(M) ouTooor Rec cENTER D ADA ACCESSIBLE BISON & ELK EXHIBIT

CAMPGROUND @ DUMP STATION @ NATURAL PLAYSCAPE a L AVEi -
SHELTER @ PLAYGROUND IRD BLIND 'U:I_; el ¢
[g CABINS GOLF FACILITIES MPHITHEATER §

YOUTH CAMPGROUND RANGER @ LEASHES REQUIRED E

WALK-IN CAMPSITES EQUESTRIAN CENTER 0 TRAILHEAD
RESTROOM @ BOAT RAMP ** MULTI-USE TRAIL

~— OPEN AS CONDITIONS ALLOW
OCTOBER ~ MARCH ONLY

== NATURE TRAIL
TRAILS WITH NO NOTED
MILEAGE ARE < 0.1 MILE
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Shelter

m Universally Accessible
Restroom

Parking

Volunteer/Contractor
Campsite

90000000 Disk Golf Course

GPS Info latitude: 41.72972
longitude: —93.721 11

WE RENT & SELL KAYAKS
QUARRYSPRINGSOUTFITTERS.COM

RENTALS/APP QUESTIONS: 515-306-4652
SALES: 515-306-0126

REPORT ISSUES ON ANY TRAIL OR WATERWAY IN THE USA!

KAYAKVENTURE.APP  AVAILABLE ON ANDROID & APPLE
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DISC GOLF
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NV ITTAYOTAVS

| FUN
FOR ALL
AGES!

FOOD VENDORS - CARNIVAL - BEVERAGE GARDEN - LIVE MUSIC

THURSDAY- SUNDAY IU N E 1 6 - 1 9

TERRA PARK - 6300 PIONEER PARKWAY

www.johnstongreendays.org Ei Johnston Green Days

IN THE MOOD FOR N

FREE WI-FI!

BREAKFAST ¢ LUNCH « DINNER

515-984-9061 | 107 S 2 Street, Polk City




Shelter

B®

Universally Accessible
Restroom

Playground

Water Trail Access

QDG

Sand Volleyball Court
Parking

Volunteer/Contractor
Campsites

Neal Smith Trail

Oralabor Gateway Trail
GPS Info latitude: 41.69056

longitude: —93.67472

Makelsurelyouryvessellhaslalllrequired
safetylequipmentlbeforelheadingitolthelwater

« At least 1 USCG approved
life jacket for each person

« USCG approved throwable
floatation device

- Type B fire extinguisher

» Sound-Producing device

« Working navigation lights

« Know the vessel's capacity limits
» Obey all buoy markings

US Army Corps
of Engineers &

www.facebook.com/SaylorvilleLake

Rock Island District www.pleasewearit.com

55 OFF

PURCHASE OF $25 OR MORE

Cannot be combined with any other offer and
some exclusions apply (Brighton).

Check out our website:

© purplepoppyboutique.com

5800 MERLE HAY ROAD, JOHNSTON - 515-276-2628
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CONEFLOWER
LOOP

BLAZINGSTAR
LOOP

DOGBANE
LOOP
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ASTER LOOP

GPS Info

GPS Info

Entrance Station

Universally Accessible
Shower

Dump Station
Playground
Parking

Volunteer/Contractor
Campsite

Neal Smith Trail
Prairie Flower Trail

latitude: 41.74833
longitude: —93.6875

Entrance Station

Universally Accessible
Shower

Dump Station

Playground

Parking

Volunteer/Contractor
Campsite

Neal Smith Trail

Prairie Flower Trail

latitude: 41.74833
longitude: —93.6875




JOIN US FOR OUR

SUMMER EVENTS!

Farmer’s Market
Golf Classic

Gr. .
Polk @ City

CHAMBER + ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT
@ S CA N M E Events possible through the partnership of the City of Polk City
and Go Polk City, Chamber + Economic Development
I FOR EVENT DETAILS www.gopolkecity.com * 515-984-3098



GPS Info

Shelter

Universally Accessible
Restroom

Self-pay Station

Sand Vollyball Court
Playground

Beach (No alcohol allowed)
Windsurfing

Parking

Volunteer Campsite
Neal Smith Trail

Prairie Flower Trail

latitude: 41.73889
longitude: —93.68472

28 2022 Saylorville Lake Area Recreation Guide

BR

GG

Shelter

Universally Accessible
Restroom

Self-pay Station
Boat Ramp

Playground

Sand Volleyball Court
§¥  Baseball Field

Parking

GPS Info  latitude: 41.75361
longitude: —93.70972

SCENIC
VIEWING
AREA

Nt

NG
Q:\\\«

o
R

wwVolunteer/Contractor
Campsite

=== Neal Smith Trail




Entrance Station

Universally Accessible
Shower

Dump Station
Playground
Fishing Access
Parking

Volunteer/Contractor
Campsites

==== Pedestrian Walkway

GPS Info  latitude: 41.73778
longitude: —93.72361

SAYLORVILLE LAKE

VISITOR
CENTER

SAYLORVILLE DAM

T

Shelter

Entrance Station

Universally Accessible Restroom
Universally Accessible Shower
Dump Station

Playground

Sand Volleyball Court

Boat Ramp

Fishing/ Fishing Access

Fish Cleaning Station

Archery Range

Parking

Volunteer/Contractor Campsites

==== Neal Smith Trail

GPS Info  latitude: 41.70167
longitude: —93.68528
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Shelter (No Reservations)
Boat Ramp

Self-pay Station

USACE
ADMINISTRATION

. . & MAINTAINENCE
Universally Accessible Restroom COMPLEX

\*.'5
8
4l

Sledding
Parking

GPS Info latitude: 41.707913
longitude: —93.698757
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\
\ CHERRY GLEN
PICNIC AREA

Ht

-

A

Shelter
Entrance Station
Self-pay Station

Universally Accessible Restroom

w
3
m
|
=
z
(@]
=
<
]

NO WAKE ZONE

Universally Accessible Shower

Dump Station

GRASBEEAa®R

Playground
Boat Ramp

Jet Ski Launch
CHERRY GLEN

Sledding CAMPGROUND
Parking

NRE@

Volunteer/Contractor Campsites

Neal Smith Trail

GPS Info  latitude: 41.73139
longitude: —93.68
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NTRAL IOWAYS)
RV LIBILBQJUAJTJERJJ

NEW & USED SALES  PARTS & SERVICE « PROPANE

PLAZA 1409 2"° STREET NE, BONDURANT

LU RUSADER

- 515-957-9393
) Rv FAMILY OWNED SINCE 1964

FAmiLY TRAVEL cenTEr WWW.PLAZARV.COM




