
www.iowalivingmagazines.com/urbandale     AUGUST | 2008 Urbandale Living  9

what’s in your garage? Suggest ideas to | jared@dmcityview.com

I magine having this in your garage. Mark
Manning and Tim Smith, co-owners of A
King’s Throne LLC, a portable restroom

business specializing in construction sites and
special events, are both Urbandale natives
and have lived there for a while. They have
been excited about the growth of Urbandale
as well as the growth of their business.

Smith and Manning are proud of the busi-
ness they have created. A King’s Throne
started in January 2007. Smith was the for-
mer branch manager of another portable
restroom company and knew firsthand it
could be a successful venture. He began
speaking with his neighbor, Manning, and the
two decided to become their own bosses.

“Tim had talked to me about it, and I
thought it sounded like a good opportunity,”
Manning says.

“I knew it was something we needed in
town,” Smith says. “But I wanted to make
sure that we set our standards high.” 

A King’s Throne offers a wide variety of
portable restrooms. They have more than
350 portable toilets, sanitary hand washing
stations and a full-service trailer, equipped
with bathrooms for both men and women.

“Everything is available by the day or
the month,” Smith says. “The prices vary,
depending on location and the amount of
time needed.”

Their trailer was the first in the area.
There are four other portable restroom
businesses in town, but only one of them
beside A King’s Throne rents a trailer.

“The trailer came from a brainstorming
idea and from past experiences I had,” Smith
says. “We wanted to offer something nicer
than just the standard portable restroom.”

The trailer is in a league of its own.With
three toilets (including stall doors) in the
women’s side and three urinals and a toilet
(with stall door) on the men’s side, it keeps
people comfortable outside at any event.
They both come equipped with fresh water
sinks, hand dryers and air conditioning.

“People spend thousands of dollars on
weddings and parties and want something
nicer for their guests,” Manning says.“We are
also helping the environment by using the
electric hand dryers instead of paper towels.” 

The reaction to what the company offers
has been great.

“People had seen them at golf events
and outdoor concerts and are surprised
that it’s available in the area,” Manning says.
“It’s a real bathroom on wheels.We’ve heard
great feedback from the people who have
used them.”

Recently the trailer was used at the Big
Country Bash and Summer Jam concerts, a
movie set and other special events. UL

Traveling throne

By Jared Curtis

Manning, Smith provide facilities fit for a king

A King’s Throne co-owners Tim Smith and Mark Manning stand outside their portable restroom trailer.
Manning calls it “a bathroom on wheels.”

Contact Jared at 953-4822 ext. 306 or jared@dmcityview.com to recommend someone 
for an upcoming column for “What’s In Your Garage?”
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